
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



[47] 



Received February 9, 17^9. 

VII. Letters from the Rev. Dr. William 
Borlafe, F. R. S. ReBor of Ludgvan in 
Cornwall, to Charles Morton, M, D, 
F, R, S. a7id from Mr. Rofewarne, of 
Truro, to Dr. Borlafe ; giving an Account 
of a Specimen of Native "Tin found in 
Cornwall, and now depofted in the Mu- 
feum of the Royal Society. 



Ludgvan, Jan. 30, 1769. 
Sir, 

Read February i6, TT^ E R H A PS yOU may not havC 

1769. J--' forgot that, in the year 1765, I 
fent a fpecimen of native tin, to be depoiited in the 
Royal Society's Mufeumj and though the account 
of it, publiflied in the Tranfadtions of the year fol- 
lowing, was not fuch as I wi(h, yet I anj fteadily 
intent on paying my duty to the Society, and obviat*- 
ing (as far as lies in ray power) all doubts relating to 
natural knowledge. 

Laft poft I received a letter from Mr. Rofewarne, 
of this county, with an account of his having met 
with another fpecimen of native tin j and I fend it 
you inclofed, for your infpedion, to be returned at 

your 
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your leifure. This young gentleman is a confidcr- 
able merchant, efpecially verfed in tin affairs, with a 
great fhare of quicknefs and underftanding in the fu- 
fion of metals ; and I refer it to you, whether it may 
not be proper to introduce him at the next meeting of 
the Royal Society, by your means, and requeft him 
there to fhew that race ipecimen which he carries with 
him to town. 

He, indeed, intends (you'll find by his letter) to 
bring it back with him j but if this be only to let me 
have the infpedion of it, and, through* my hands, to 
depofit it in your Mufeum, I ftiall eafily difpenfe 
with every ceremony of that kind ; and I write him 
by this or next poft, that (as it is fmall, and may mif- 
cSarry, or be miflaid in fuch long journies) I intreat 
him to let it reft, for the fatisfadion of the doubtful, 
in your Mufeum ; and, as I hope to prevail, let it re- 
main with the fample I fent, but in Mr. Rofewarne's 
name. 

As every acquifition in natural hiftory will, Iknow, 
be very acceptable to you and the gentlemen of the 
Society, for whom I have the greateft relpedl, I make 
the lefs apology for giving you this trouble, and 
remain. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

William Borlafe. 



Received 
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Received FelJriiary 9, 1769, 
To the Rev. Do<aor William Borlafe. 

Rev. Sir, Truro, Jan. 27, 1769. 

Head February iS,T HAVE the pl«afure to acquaint 

fpecimen of native tin, which is fo evidently fo at firft 
fight as not to admit of the leaft doubt or objection. 
The defcription of it is this : fome ftreamers in the 
parifli of Luxilion brought in a parcel of tin ore to a 
blowing-houfe I am concerned in at Sthurtlc ; amongft 
the parcel was a great number of tin diamonds of a 
moft beautiful nature, of the rozin kind; one was 
eminently fuperior to the reft, being almoft tranfpa- 
rent, and feemed to have fbmething in the center 
which, through the ftone, looked like gold. This in- 
duced me to break the ftone ; which was no fooner 
done than I found it to be native tin, in rfie very cen- 
ter of the diamond. The ^cimen is fo fmall, that I 
am at a lofs which way to fend it for your infpedlion, 
forfearitfhould be loft. I fliall fet out for London 
on Monday next, and intend carrying this curiofity 
with me. I'll not leave it behind me; but when I 
come back you fliall fee it, and through you depofit 
it with the Royal Society, for the fatisfadion of the 
curious. I am, 

Rev. Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful 

humble fervant, 
Henry Rofewarne. 
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